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Dolphin, whale and porpoise of Bangladesh

Conservation Status of Dolphin, Porpoise and Whale |

Dolphin-7

Name Bangladesh Global
Ganges River Dolphin Vulnerable Endangered
Irrawaddy Dolphin Near threatened Vulnerable
Indo-pacific Least Concern Near threatened
Humpback Dolphin
Pantropical - Spotted Least Concern Least Concern

Dolphin

Spinner Dolphin

Data Deficient

Data Deficient

Indo-pacific
Bottlenose Dolphin

Least Concern

Data Deficient

Rough-toothed

Data Deficient

Least Concern

Dolphin
Finless Porpois Near threatened Vulnerable
Bryde's Whale Data Deficient Data Deficient

False Killer Whale

Data Deficient

Data Deficient

Sperm Whale

Data Deficient

Vulnerable

Whale-3
Popoise-1 }




Government initiative to conserve dolphin: PA
declaration in 2012, 2013 & 2014

Protected Ecosy Conservation S |:II3 jﬁtie ::1 Location
Areas stem Focus [ Objective (ha) ﬂag“
Tidal Ganges River Dolphin _ harhat
Riwver & lrawaddy Dolphins =0 =il -
Tidal Ganges River Dolphin )
Rivear & lrawaddy Dolphins (.00 = Bagherhat
Tidal Ganges River Dolphin _ herhat
Rivear & lrawaddy Dolphins 00 S i —
River Ganges River Dolphin 408.11 1-Dec-13 I‘;EE
na
River Ganges River Dolphin 2417 1-Dec-13 'IEJ':.E]E
River | Ganges RiverDolphin | 14600 | 1-Dec-13 i‘ia'n‘:g““
Bay of
Marina Cetacean species 173800 27-0ct-14 | Bengal




Government initiative to conserve dolphin in
the Sundarbans

Expanding the Protected Area System to
Incorporate Important Aquatic Ecosystems

(EPASIIAE) Project; 14 seiowwnres

Project period: Jul 2016-Dec 2019
Commencement: Jul 2017;




Project Implementation

Sponsoring Ministry: MoEFCC

Implementing Agency- /0-\]
= Bangladesh forest
Department in association EXPANDING THE PROTECTED AREA
SYSTEM T0 INCORPORATE IMPORTANT
with UNDP, Bangladesh AQUATIC ECOSYSTEMS PROJECT
* Finance: GEF
Partner NGO-

= JUCN, CNRS

= CODEC




Project Goal & Outcome

Godl

Contribute to the
sustainable
management of
Important aquatic
ecosystems of the
Sundarbans

OUTCOME 1: Important aquatic

ecosystems of the Sundarbans supporting
the globally threatened species of
cetaceans conserved.

OUTCOME 2: Community-based
ecosystems management systems in
place to support aquatic biodiversity
conservation.




Project Objectives

e To introduce an ¢ To expand the e To enhance
effective coverage of alternative
management dolphin livelihood
system in the protected area options
existing

Protected Areas



Project Objectives

e To enrich knowledge and e To provide Sectoral policy
information base of recommendation for
aquatic habitats in the aquatic ecosystem friendly

region practices




Project Inception
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Objective 1

To introduce an effective management system in
the existing Protected Areas
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Project activities

Diesel Fuel,

Engine boat ngi{'nac ;'?tt' Vest, Shoe, Torch
maintenance

Office renovation Scientific i:‘toﬁsgﬁﬁa
and furniture instrument P aps




Results

= [ntroduced an effective management
system in the three Wildlife Sanctuaries
of the Sundarbans.

= Demarcated sanctuary boundary with
buoys and flags

= Frontline staff are patrolling with GPS
and recording data and preparing
reports
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Patrolling and boundary demarcation




Objective 2

EXPANDING THE PROTECTED AREAS SYSTEM TO INCORPORATE
IMPORTANT AQUATIC ECOSYSTEMS PROJECT

IDENTIFYING DOLPHIN HOTSPOTS IN

SOUTHWESTERN BANGLADESH
FINAL REPORT [DRAFT)

To expand the
coverage of
dolphin protected
area
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New hotspots for extending PA in the SRF

Table 4.2 Dl::-lihin hc:-tsi-:uts in the Sundarbans and ad"acent coastal areas :

Sela-Supati 143 15.5 158.5 75.1 38.8 113.9
Sibsa - 102 102 - 54.5 545
Puntey 92.9 - 92.9 58.7 - 58.7
Passur 50.7 81.2 131.9 26.3 56.4 82.7
Baleshwar Estuary - 82.3 82.3 - 24.7 24.7
Total 286.6 281 567.6 160.1 174.4 334.5

IN.B. WS=Wildlife Sanctuaries]

Table 4.3 Dﬂlﬁhiﬁ semi—hnisﬁnts in the Sundarbans and ad'lacent coastal areas

Marjat 87.7 170
Mahmuda-Malancha 102 60.7
Arpangassia 133 92.1
Puntey 74.3 88.3
Total 397 411.1




Dolphin Hotspots in
the WHS

= Sela-Supati-75.1 Sq km
= Passur-26.3 Sq km
= Putney-58.7 Sq km

TOTAL=160.1 5q km

Fi 4.4 identified dolphin hotspots and semi-hotspots in the Sundarbans and
a@gmcoaswanaa
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Results: Three new PA (dolphin) declared in 2020

Shibsa Dolphin Hotspot Vodra Dolphin Hotspot
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Map showing all sanctuaries (including proposed)

Wildlife Sanctuaries (WS) of Sundarbans
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Objective 3

To enhance alternative livelihood options
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Results

= Total number of trade: 26

= 1000 household got training and started livelihood
activities

* Linked with Karmasangsthan Bank to get credits

= Strategic livelihood sustainability plan of alternative
income generation activities (AIGAs) for the project
beneficiaries of the project prepared
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Objective 4

To enrich knowledge and information base of
aquatic habitats in the region (including
awareness programs)
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JULY 2016 TO DECEMBER 2019
BDT 1284.922LAC
SUNDARBANS & ADJACENT AREAS

FOREST DEPARTMENT WITH
SUPPORT FROM UNDP

%

MfEm“

OUTCOME Community-based ecosystems

management systems in place to
supportaquatic biodiversity conservation.
This component focuses on-

Output 2.1: Community based resource management
plan Preearei capacities developed and financial support

esand mnsemmndaquahc biodiversity
Oulpm 2.2: Strategies for alternate income qenerabon

and il
leaqu to reduced dependence on natural resources.

MAJOR PROJECT ACTIVITIES

Identify new dolphin hotspots

0 Establish 2 strong database on dolphin habitat
Identify research gap and conduct priority research work
related to dolphin and their habitats
Develop and implement PA management plans

or loca Develop and implement community based resource
0 management plan, and provide support to local
community for sustainable aquatic resource use

) d info on base o Livelihood diversification of local community
aq ab e regio Replicate strategy developed for effective aquatic
Provid oral pol eco endation fo Protected Area management for the Sundarbans and
q eco endly p other aquatic ecosystems

IMPLEMENTATION ARRANGEMENT

The project is being implemented by Bangladesh Forest
Department under Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change. A Project Management Unit (PMU) at Khulna
to manage day to day activities. Financial support is provided
by GEF through UNDP Bangladesh.

Mela
BEF e

st

THREATS I CETACERY Dolphin is protected by the Bangladesh Wildlife (Conservation
CONSERVATION & Security) Act, 2012 and enlisted in Schedule | of this Act.
Under Section 37, there are penalties for killing whale or
dolphin are-

\* If any person kills dolphin or whale, he will be punished
with lmpnsonment for 3 (three) years / wnh a fine of

EXPANDING THE PROTECTED AREA
SYSTEM TO INCORPORATE IMPORTANT
AQUATICECOSYSTEMS PROJECT

both, and in case of his repetition of the
same offence, he shall be punished
with imprisonment for a term of 4
years or with a fine of Taka 2 lac

ith both.

DOLPHIN, WHALE AND PORPOISE OF BANGLADESH

The order Cetacean includes carnivorous marine mammals
commonly known as whales, dolphin, and porpoise. In
Bangladesh, there are about 11 species of cetacean —
comprising of 7 doiphin, 3 whale and 1 porpoise species.

HOW DOLPHINS ARE IMPORTANT TO ECOSYSTEM

Dolphins are important to the aquatic ecosystem in the sense
that they are apex or top-level predators which control popu-
lations of fishes and squids and keep the balance of that
ecosystem. The bottlenose dolphins have been identified as
sentinels of the coastal marine ecosystems, because they
consume a wide variety of fishes and squids, they absorb
pollutants in their bodies when there are high concentrations
of contaminants in the water so scientists can have an idea of

Ganges River Dolphin
Irrawaddy Dolphin
Indo-pacific

| Humpback Dolphin

Bangladesh
Vulnerable

Near threatened
Least Concern

:_::E‘*" Snatied Least Concern Least Concern the status of the marine ecosystem.
Spinner Dolphin Data Deficient Data Deficient Photo Credit. Dr. M Monirul H Khan, Md. Rezaul Karim Chowdhury
Indo-pacific | ABM Sarowar A Dipu, Delip K Das, Z H Fahad & Md. Touhidur Rahman
e Least Concern Data Deficient

Bottienose Dolphin
Rough-toothed
in
Finless
Bryde’s Whale
False Killer Whale

Data Deficient

Near threatened
Data Deficlent
Data Deficient

Project Management Unit

Expandlna the Protected Area System to Incorporatn
Important Aquatic Ecosystems Project

Data Deficient

Sperm Whale Su ndarbanswm Forest Division Campus, K. D. Ghash Road, Khulna

mail: pd-epaspbforest gov.bd







Awareness activities
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Awareness materials
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Celebrating International Freshwater Dolphin Day
(24 October)
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Dolphin fare
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Objective 5

To provide Sectoral policy recommendation for
aquatic ecosystem friendly practices
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Effectiveness assessment of three existing PA

Table: Assessment Scores of Dolphin Sanctuaries

Sanctuary 2015-16 2019

Chiandpal WS 33 (35.48%) 59 (59.59%)
DudhmukhIWS 37 (40%) o0 (54.90%)
Dhangmari WS 33 (35.48%) 71 (69.60%)
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